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The earth is the only home we have for now, therefore we must endeavour
to preserve and protect it’. This call was made by the Delegate of Environment and Nature Protection for Fako, Mr. Funchi Emmanuel Diangha during an environmental workshop organized by OGCEYOD CAMEROON at the
Limbe Wildlife Centre from the 19th to the 21st of September, 2011.
The workshop that brought together head teachers from over 30 primary
schools around the Limbe Municipality, had as objective to train these
teachers in an effort to raise awareness in their pupils, through environmental education in a bid to foster environmental protection and beauty.
Opening the event, captioned “Nurture Youths to grow environmentally
friendly for a sustainable development”, Mr Funchi Emmanuel Diangha
thanked OGCEYOD for giving him the honor to talk to the teachers. He remarked that it was a day he would always remember because it was his
first official ceremony since he came to Limbe. He also expressed great
pleasure to see young and vibrant Cameroonians taking an interest in
building the environment. He mentioned the fact that the entire human
race rely on the environment for survival and reiterated this point by laying
emphasis on unsanitary conditions which lead to cholera. He also talked on
the dangers of deforestation stressing that, 2-8% of the earth’s species will
disappear over the next 25 years. This will have profound implications for
economic and social development of the country, and even put our future
and that of our unborn children in jeopardy. He also mentioned the occurrence of floods and other natural disasters that result from man’s negli-

gence of his environment. Also present
at the workshop was the Director of the
Limbe Wildlife Centre, Mr Kiyang John
who gave a word of gratitude for OGCEYOD to have taken interest in the
environment, specifying the importance
of the animals and humans in sustaining the functioning of the ecosystem. He
also stressed on the importance of bio-

GROUP PRESENTATION BY MRS MOSOKE
MAUREEN OF STTANDARD EDUCATION
NURSERY AND PRIMARY SCHOOL, LIMBE

• Climate Change seminar
• Easter Youth Village Camp
2012

ENJOYING THE BEAUTIFUL TOWN OF
ANTEQUIERA

VOLUNTEERING FOR CHANGE
The promotion of the awareness of youth volunteering for Global Development and encouragement of debates aimed
at defining the role youths play in elaborating development policies and in co-operation for development initiatives,
was the focus of the 12th edition of the University of Youth and Development that took place from the 18th to the 25th
of September, in Mollina, Spain. The seminar captioned ‘Youths Volunteering for Global Development’, jointly organised by the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe, the Spanish Government (INJUVE), the European Youth Forum (YFJ), the Spanish Youth Council (CJE) and other international youth organizations brought together over 390
participants from various youth organizations in Europe, Asia, Africa and South America Under the auspices of the IFM
-SEI, OGCEYOD Cameroon represented by its intern, Delphine Konda, took part in the seminar with workshops on
‘Volunteering against Poverty’. At the six day workshop, participants were taught the basics of film making and funding. The seminar was a preparatory meeting for the upcoming EVS (European Voluntary Service) and the VAP
(Volunteering against Poverty) projects that will be implemented in 2012.
According to Delphine, the EVS Program is a wonderful opportunity for Cameroon because it will encourage intercultural exchange and its project VAP will attack the issue of poverty from a different dimension.
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V OLUTI ON

PREPARING TODAY’S YOUTH FOR TOMORROW’S ENVIRONMENT

diversity giving a brief history of the Limbe Wild Life Center. As a mission it has to implement the Wild Life Law and
any breach of these laws can lead to a fine of 1-10million CFA. He went further to say that the animals also act as a
source of educating the public and the Limbe Wild Life center acts as a rehabilitation ground for animals.
During the seminar, the head teachers were trained on soil conservation methods and the ecosystem and later divided had group work sessions in which they came up with simple practical techniques through which they could
teach their pupils. The teachers promised to create environmental clubs in their schools and revive already existing
ones through the knowledge they had acquired during the seminar. Some of these teachers like Mr. Lingondo Joseph
of G.S. Mokunda expressed fears that, although such programs were very good, they
were never followed up afterwards. On his
part, Mr Asaah Gideon representing OGCEYOD and its partner the New England Biolabs Foundation, presented the goals and the
mission of the Organization and also expressed his immense gratitude to the Divisional Delegate of the Ministry of the Environment and Nature Protection (MINEP) and
other resource persons from SONARA, the
Limbe Wild Life and HYSACAM. He talked
about the need for the society to have a new
generation of youths who are flag bearers
and ambassadors of the environment since
the youths are tomorrow’s leaders. He cited
CROSS SECTION OF PARTICIPANTS WHO ATTENDED THE WORKSHOP AT THE LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTRE
examples of improper waste disposal methods and rampant pollution around Limbe. The teachers were therefore promised to be taken care of and nurtured in
the course of the workshop, with follow up sessions within the course of the academic year. It is worth mentioning that
the goals of the workshop fall in line with OGCEYOD’s objectives which is that of investing in the lives of youths by creating incentives for them to be educated, healthy and socially protected. Fostering environmental awareness by educating primary school pupils is all part of the educational programs that OGCEYOD has in stock as far as it’s educational and environmental projects are concerned. The project was developed in 2009 and was being implemented
thanks to the New England’s Biolab Foundation, OGCEYOD’s sponsor and major partner

VOLUNTEERING FOR CHANGE

“the entire human
race rely on the
earth for
survival”.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• Fundraiser

CONT.

• Accountant

This is because 17 young volunteers all around the world will be working
on documentaries depicting poverty in different countries, thereby bringing to light the current poverty situation in Cameroon and other third
world countries. The VAP project will give youths inspiration to see how
youths of other countries take decisions to influence policy making in
their countries and bring all the youths together to deliberate and discuss issues affecting them and their government. This program is a
lamplight to youths in Cameroon as it will create a political space where
youths can act and take decisions on their own to bring about change.
She also added that the program will also reiterate the benefits and the
indispensable role that volunteers play in Cameroon and the at large.
She called on , national and international bodies to make available more
opportunities whereby youths in Cameroon can volunteer for development because it will give them a new approach to life and policy making

WORKSHOP SESSION WITH
PARTICIPANTS

• Program Officers
• Communication Officer
Internship opportunities are also
available. Summit your motivation
Letter and CV to the Director of
Administration and Finance through
the email: ogceyod@yahoo.com
or Contact the Nº: +237 33 07 66 37
or +237 74 21 54 97 for any
inquiries.
You can also contact us by post using
the address below:
HYWEL AND LAURA LISTENING TO DELPHINE AS SHE
TALKS ABOUT OGCEYOD. THE TWO WILL WORK WITH
OGCEYOD FOR A YEAR BEGINNING FROM JANUARY
2012

P.O. BOX 1006, LIMBE
SOUTH WEST REGION
CAMEROON
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OPERATION LOUISA: INTEGERATING OUR GERMAN VOLUNTEER INTO
THE CAMEROONIAN SOCIETY
Upon her arrival in Cameroon, Miss Louisa Well knew at the back of her mind that she was going to learn so many
new and interesting things, but little did she envisage that she will be transformed into a real Cameroonian woman
in less than no time.
Before her arrival, a project known as Operation Louisa, aimed at transforming her into a Cameroonian woman had
already been put in place. Having spent two months in Cameroon already, she is making remarkable progress with
her Pidgin English. Her favorite quote still remains “Fine man Na Fine man”, a popular adage in Cameroon which
means, “a handsome man is a indeed handsome”. The blonde German beauty born and Christian, Louisa Well was
recently christened with the beautiful Cameroonian name of Dione from the South West region symbolic of Love.
This name was chosen to completely integrate her into her host family who are natives of the Bakossi tribe.

DIONE HAVING A GROUP WORK SESSION WITH
PART OF HER ‘IN BETWEEN’ MAGAZINE TEAM

As a real and proud Cameroonian, it has become common knowledge to every one at the office to hear Dione saying
“ I di go chop Ndole”, which implies “I am going to eat Ndole”. This is a delicacy that she fancies every lunch break.
It is so mesmerizing for some onlookers who cannot help but stare dumb founded when ever Dione and her colleagues walk past them chatting loudly in pidgin.

Wait till you see Dione
eating sugarcane or

Readers, if you find this astounding, wait till you see Dione eating sugarcane or dancing Afro beats. She loves great
African music such as “Chop my money” by P square, “Cool temper” by J martins and she loves Asa’s “Jailer “and
“Eye Adaba”. The young lady is simply having so much fun than most Cameroonians of contemporary times. She
has been given names such as “ enjoyment minister”, “ javeur” etc to describe her adventures in Cameroon. She is
just so much fun to be with and we are so happy and proud of the grace, charm, love and beauty with which she has
received our culture. She was born Louisa Well, many call her Louisa but if you ask her name she will tell you “Ma
Name na Dione” i.e. “My name is Dione”.

dancing to Afro beats’.
“ Fine man na fine man
indeed”

VOLUNTEER PROJECTS
The year 2011 can be described as a “landmark year” for OGCEYOD Cameroon. The organization has made great
strides in engaging in a web of activities directed towards improving local communities.

Donate to OGCEYOD

The year began with an international volunteer from Germany Paula Menzel, who spent a year in Cameroon working
with the organization on two different projects. The “Read beyond Border”Border”- and “Be in Between ””- Projects. These
are projects geared towards encouraging students to read outside their syllabus through creating reading clubs in
secondary schools around the Limbe municipality and a magazine for students and with students titled “In Between”. This was done in partnership with OGCEYOD’s partner organization, ASYOUSED.

Feel free to donate to the realization
of our projects which are geared
towards addressing needs in our
communities. The title of some of
these projects are:

After spending a year in Cameroon, the members of OGCEYOD Cameroon bid her farewell as they welcomed the
new volunteer Louisa Well who is very committed to continue with the project as schools reopened this September
2011.

•

EDITORIAL: OGCEYOD´S

TION FOR INCOME GENERATION

•

It is with renewed joy that we congregate once more to showcase what we have achieved
this far with your help. To venerate this edition, we are introducing “OGCEYOD’S Voice”.
This is an inspirational page that gives an account of our life. An analysis of how God has
used ordinary people to do extra ordinary things. It is a chronicle why community work is
special.
The RERE-BRANDING of our Newsletter is just a step forward in giving hope to the world against all odds. “OGECYOD’S
voice” is the voice of the voiceless.
ELVIS WEPNGONG - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OGCEYOD

REHABILITATION OF WOMEN AND
SCHOOL DROPOUTS INTO FASHION
DESIGNING FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

VOICE

It is with profound joy that we present to you the latest edition of our newsletter
“EVOLUTION”. This newsletter is a project that is dear to all the members of OGCEYOD.
This is because it gives a detail analysis of the organization’s activities as well as those of
its member organizations.

BROILER (TABLE BIRDS) PRODUC-

•

CAREER / JOB FAIR

•

TAKING LIBRARY MOBILE FOR A
SUSTAINABLE TOMORROW

•

REVAMPING THE COCOA SECTOR IN
THE EKOMBE BONJI LOCALITY

You can donate directly to:
A/C Nº 10029-00025-01011661207 32
Swift Code: ecoccmcx

Or contact us directly for a detail
project submission for funding.

Youths: Rights and Responsibility in the society
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A holiday workshop for youths/children organized by SO.NA.RA,
SO.NA.RA the largest oil refinery in Cameroon
was held in August 2011 in Limbe. The four day work shop took place from 16. August to 19.August
2011 and was captioned “Youths:
Youths: Rights and Responsibilities in the society”. It was aimed at educating youths on their rights and responsibilities within the holiday period. OGCEYOD Cameroon,
being one of the main promoters of youth activities in the Limbe municipality, played a great role
throughout the course of the workshop.
The main resource persons, representatives from OGCEYOD Cameroon, presented on topics such
as: ‘Stages of Human Development’, ‘Youths, Rights and Activities’, ‘Youths and Career Development’ and ‘Youths and Sexuality’. The presenters were interns from the University of Buea who practiced public speaking beforehand with the project coordinator of OGCEYOD Cameroon, Mr. Asaah
KIDS ON STAGE PRESENTING AN EMPOWERMENT DRAMA
Gideon. The students used the workshop as a platform to carry out their lately developed skills in
front of the youths. The entire workshop was a great success as youths learned not only their rights and responsibilities, but also learned about networking.
The last day of the workshop was one of the most interesting: kid’s aged from 5 to 13 years participated in socio-cultural activities such as singing, dancing, acting drama and reciting poems. One of the participants even composed a song praising and thanking OGCEYOD Cameroon and its Chief Executive
Director, Mr. Elvis Wepngong for his active role in developing youths in Cameroon. Others made posters of OGCEYOD Cameroon while a young girl wrote a
poem symbolizing OGCEYOD Cameroon as a backbone of youth’s capacity building. These works of creative arts have been posted in the OGCEYOD office
to keep reminding us of the reason of our existence. The whole workshop was enriched by the support of other community members, who also contributed
to the program. Apart from the OGCEYOD Cameroon presentations, the session was spiced with playbacks presented by the children who were also taught
on how to cook local dishes and were given the opportunity to produce some art and crafts work. Members agreed that the next edition of the workshop
should encourage the participation of more youths so that together the young people of Cameroon can form an alliance for positive change.

OGCEYOD’S INVOLVEMENT IN
TALENT BUILDING
“Loving football is synonymous to being Cameroonian.” This is a popular adage to express Cameroonians’ love for football. During this year’s summer
holiday, OGCEYOD Cameroon took part in the activities of the Paco Melville Junior Football Tournament
which took place in the Limbe Centenary Stadium.
It is a youth talent building activity, that has been
taking place for the past seven years in Cameroon.
It comes up every summer holiday where it enrolls
young boys into football clubs to be trained and
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF OGCEYOD HANDING PRIZES TO BEST TEAM
prepared for a football tournament. It should be
noted that all the big football stars representing Cameroon’s talent all over the world today such as Eto’o Fils
began their journey for greater heights from such activities.
During this year’s opening ceremony, the welcome speech of the representative from the Ministry of Youths and
Sport welcomed the fans and lovers of Foot ball. He also called on God almighty to grant healing mercies to the
founder/president of the tournament Mr. Paco Melville, who had a ghastly motor accident, days before the tournament. The ceremony had a symbolic debut as the kick off was done by a woman.
The 7th edition of the finals was between Riverside and Best Stars,
Stars two junior football clubs based in Limbe. The
competition was a very tough one, neither team had any goal to their credits and even at the 90th minute of play
the score was still zero. The match ended with a penalty kick and Best Stars, the tournament’s two times champions, proved unbeatable for the third time in this 2011 edition.
It was a sour moment for the champs of Riverside but they just need to work harder come the next edition of the
tournament. OGCEYOD Cameroon made valuable contributions during the prize awards in terms of school materials such as books and magazines.
One of such magazines is the “Be
Be In Between Magazine” published by the organization. Both team members
received gifts that will help them and their families return back to school. The peak of the occasion was when
the winners had to take up their trophy which was a reward for all their dedication and hard work during the
summer holidays.

Reception and celebration of the end of
the tournament followed suit at the
Youth and Sport Center at Down Beach,
Limbe. At the end of the day, the lesson
these youngsters got, was that they are
all winners because they made their
summer remarkable by spending quality
time exploiting their talent.

BEST STAR ACADEMY LIFTING TROPHY

EDITORIAL TEAM
PUBLISHER:
OGCEYOD
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
ELEH EDIE ETOKE CECILE
PROJECT COORDINATOR:
ELVIS WEPNGONG
EDITOR:
KONDA DELPHINE

UNIVERSITY OF BUEA—OGCEYOD INTERNSHIP PARTNERSHIP : GENDER STUDENTS
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When it is summer holidays, it’s a time for so many activities. During the just ended summer
holidays, it was once again a time for students from universities and other higher educational
institutes to scout for internship placements. This year, the University of Buea dispatched six
beautiful, talented, young ladies to work with the organization for a month. Two of these interns
were later on sent to ASYOUSED (Assembly for Youths for Sustainable Environmental Development), one of OGCEYOD Cameroon’s partner organizations, to work with them. The essence of
this was to create opportunities for the interns to work with different organizations under different leadership and environments.
These ladies were all third year students from the Department of Women and Gender Studies.
Studies
This is a double major degree program where students can major in one of the following: Gender/ Law, Gender/ Journalism and Mass Communication, Gender/Sociology and Anthropology,
Gender/Banking and Finance or Gender/Economics and Management. The Director of OGCEYOD Cameroon Mr. Elvis Wepngong, welcomed its new interns and placed them under the
SIX INTERNS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF BUEA
direct supervision of its project Manager Mr. Asaah Gideon who took them through a roundtable
seminar where they were briefed on their forth coming activities with the organization. Rush hour
- That saying is typical of an early morning description of OGCEYOD Cameroon. It’s indeed a beautiful sight to
observe administrators, partners, volunteers and interns all focused on their different activities.
Not only has the organization been receiving international volunteers and interns from the University of Buea,
the Ministry of Social Affairs on its part also dispatched three beautiful and talented young ladies to work with
the organization as interns. It is inspiring to see the interns from the University of Buea drilling the interns from
the Social Affairs on the techniques of public speaking. Together, all interns and volunteers received a team
building training from the Director Mr. Elvis Wepngong. Furthermore, they took part in a four day training work
shop for youths. They all did a fantastic presentation. This explains why one of the organizers Mrs. Mokube acknowledged in her last speech:”…we, the organizers, are satisfied with the presentations…”
Mbiatem Franchette exposing
The interns have also been going out to the field to prepare the upcoming environmental project Nurture Youths
to Grow Environmentally Friendly for Sustainable Development that OGCEYOD Cameroon will carry out in primary schools in the Limbe municipality. The
director of OGCEYOD Cameroon organized an entertainment spree for all staff (interns and volunteers inclusive) and friends of the organization. This activity was to network, build team spirit and last but not least to simply have a good time together. They also took part in the seminar organized by OGCEYOD/
ASYOUSED. The seminar took place at the Women’s empowerment center, Limbe. The seminar was about the role of Moslem Women in decision making. It
was a medium to sensitize these women on their role in their families and their communities. The interns from OGCEYOD Cameroon made a presentation
on the reproductive rights of women, during this; they made a presentation on the use of the female condoms. To mark an end to their internship program,
the interns and administration of OGCEYOD Cameroon together conceived a project aimed at educating commercial sex workers of the Limbe Municipality
on the importance and use of the female condom. Leading the Delegation, Chief Executive Director and Projects Director Mr. Elvis Wepngong and Asaah
Gideon took two different teams to the Church Street area.
It was 10 pm when the team started moving to doors, streets, bars and junctions inviting young girls to attend a workshop on the use of the female condom. The activity was done twice that week and the contact numbers of some of the ladies were taken to facilitate communication. It was indeed a difficult
task for every one because some of these ladies were not receptive, especially to their fellow girls. Their areas of influence were a prohibited zone for other
girls whom they viewed as rivals. But OGCEYOD Cameroon’s strategy was to give the lead to the two males, who were accepted because of their gender
and then let the rest of the crew follow. The workshop had the dual purpose of educating the sex workers on how to use the female condom which is a life
jacket in their profession and also to find out from them what descent jobs they can do. From the feedbacks, poverty played a great role in shaping the
destiny for many a great woman. It is true that we all make our choices in life but it is also relevant to understand that the choices we make in life are influenced by the circumstances in which we find our selves at the time. They expressed their profound desire to quit the job and take onto something less demeaning to their person and womanhood. At the end of the day the workshop did not turn out as well as the OGCEYOD Cameroon staff had hoped for.
Some of the ladies did not attend the workshop as they promised. Just few of them who attended showed serious interest in learning about the female
condom and new job opportunities.
One big challenge for Non Governmental Organizations like OGCEYOD Cameroon is that we build on the cooperation of the people whom we work with. Nevertheless we still consider the workshop as a success, because
we got the possibility of changing the life of a few women for the better.
The management of OGCEYOD Cameroon is at the moment scouting for funds to set up descent business
ventures for them. Another achievement was to integrate these women into the family of OGCEYOD Cameroon
and together we celebrated the farewell of our interns and they were told to feel free to come to our office
when ever they were in need. Our interns enjoyed working with us a lot and two of them even stayed back
until school resumed.”I just enjoy working and I also like the fact, that OGCEYOD Cameroon helps vulnerable
children and doesn’t care about making profit.” explains Ndive Florence, one of the interns who decided to
stay back. Her and Mbiatem Franchette were helping hands in the office and made a big impact on OGCEYOD
Cameroons’ work. The office staff will miss them when schools resume.

INTERNS DURING TEAM BUILDING TRAINING

The Role of Law in addressing women´s Human Rights in Prisons
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In the month of May 2011, the staff of OGCEYOD Cameroon paid a symbolic visit to the confines of the Buea Central Prison in the south West Region of Cameroon.
The staffs and inmates of the Buea Central Prison gracefully welcomed OGCEYOD Cameroon during a visit by the
organization to make a donation to the female inmates of the prison. The donation was inspired by the presence of
a 10 months old baby who was born in prison during his mother’s incarceration. The young lady of 24 years was
arrested and charged with the suspected murder of her husband but she is pleading self defense and her case is
still in court. To know more about her story and those of other women like her, a research was proposed with the
OGCEYOD STAFF AND FEMALE SUPERVISOR IN GREEN
human rights of female prisoners being its main aim. The two case studies for this research were the Buea and
New Bell Central prison. The research topic was captioned: “The Role of the Law in addressing Women’s Human Rights in Prisons”.
After conducting and analyzing the research results gathered in the two prisons, it was discovered, that prisons in
Cameroon are left at the mercy of good will. Both Female and Male inmates of these prisons had insufficient food,
water and beddings. The conditions of the female inmates were better than those of the males because female
inmates make up the minority of the entire prison population. This was not particularly the case with the Douala
prison where the female population is increasing alarmingly. The organization donated items such as food and
clothing both for the women and for the baby. These are the short term needs of the inmates. Proposals are being
made by OGCEYOD Cameroon to provide a medium through which these women can be involved in some form of
productive works within the confines of the prison walls.

FEMALE INMATE & OGCEYOD STAFF

This would give them some form of financial viability and help them as well as the administration to cater for their needs. Once again our organization used
the opportunity to provide help for it’s’ target groups women and youths. The organization also discussed with prison authorities on how to provide for
some of the needs of these women such as beds and beddings, better toilet facilities, more cooking utensils and some form of education to them and their
children. More negotiations are going on and the organization plans to make another visit to the prison some time before the year comes to an end.

OFFICIALIZING GLASS MARBLE (BEE-ZEE) COMPETITION

Modern agriculture is driven by
economics and by international trade.

“Learning without playing makes Jack a dull boy.”
This is why OGCEYOD Cameroon organized a Mable stone competition popularly known in Cameroon as Bee Zee amongst youths of the New Town locality
in Limbe. The aim of this competition was to enable youths to spend quality
time with each other while playing during the summer holiday period.

The need to remain competitive in the
global market has resulted in soil
erosion, deforestation, desertification,

The Director of OGCEYOD Cameroon Mr. Elvis Wepngong opened the tournaCOMPETITORS IN ACTION
ment by making the first throw. This gesture was greeted with a loud applause
from the who were a little surprised at the accuracy with which he made this throw. They didn’t realize that Mr.
Wepngong had once been a boy just like them, playing with marbles on the street of Limbe. It is a game that has
been passed down from generation to generation and known to all the young boys in Cameroon, especially forming the anglophone part. Seldom will any one pass a street or two without spotting young boys playing “Bee
Zee”. The game usually gets so interesting that children will only realize it’s late and time to go home when they
start hearing the voices of their mothers calling them to come home.

hunger, war and environmental damage

The participants were awarded prizes in terms of educational supplies such as books, pens, rulers and more.
One of the messages we wanted to get across was, that you
can even get a price for just having fun and being good at
playing a game.

ment. To do so, many people around the

on a global scale. As the population of the
world continues to increase, it is
becoming clear that people will have to
find methods of producing foods that
have a minimal impact on the environworld are working towards developing
sustainable agriculture.

To give this game some status, OGCEYOD Cameroon introduced the game at this year’s FENASCO Games for Fako.
The launching which took place at the Limbe community
field on September 19th 2011 was presided by the Senior
Divisional Delegate for Fako and other dignitaries. The first
three winners of the glass marble game received prices
along side winners of other sports such as running and football. All winners of the competition had prices awarded to
them courtesy of OGCEYOD Cameroon.
WIINNERS OF GLASS MARBLES AT THE FENASSCO GAME FAKO

We are all looking forward to the next edition come Summer
holiday 2012 and it is hoped that young girls will make their debut so that the intensity of the game can be
heightened through boys vs. girls match. This will give the game some gender balance.

KIDS COMPETING IN A LOCAL COMPETITION

NATIONAL PROGRAM FOR THE CARE AND SUPPORT TO ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN
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Amidst other high profile personalities in and out of Cameroon, Mr. Elvis Wepngong, Chief
Executive Director led OGCEYOD Cameroon’s participation at the National Forum on Children’s Vulnerability and social protection in Cameroon which took place on September
20th -22nd, 2011 Yaoundé conference Centre. During the forum, participants deliberated
on the impacts of world crises on children and women. Together they tried to adopt suitable methods through which issues plaguing children such as child labor, exploitation and
abandonment and trafficking could be stopped. It was expected that the seminar would
attract and rally regional, national and international donors to make sustainable contributions in the provision of welfare to children, women and other vulnerable groups.

FAMILY PICTURE WITH MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS

This seminar was very important because it came at a time when the organization was
working on a project for orphans and vulnerable children. This project falls under the
‘National Program for Care and Support to Orphans and Vulnerable Children in Cameroon’
and it is funded by the Cameroon’s Ministry of Social Affairs/ UNICEF.

The first phase of the project took place immediately after a seminar which was set at the Holiday Inn Resort, Limbe in July 2010 to educate stake
holders on the objectives of the project. OGCEYOD Cameroon was one of the organizations selected as facilitators of the project. The whole idea was to
assist orphans and vulnerable children. The first step of the project is an identification process for which the staff goes from door to door. Facilitators
and social workers move into various communities in the Limbe municipality to identify vulnurable children. Each child’s case is filed and taken back
into the office. With the gathered information the children are classified into different categories of aid. They get educational, nutritional, psychosocial
and medical assistance. Same as in 2010, the children are handed out their supplements in the last stage of the project after school fees and vocational training fees have been covered.
This year which marks the second phase of the project, children who needed vocational training in fields such as
tailoring, hairdressing and motor mechanics, weldering and others benefitted and the project scope was expanded from Limbe –Mutengene. Disbursement for educational assistance for this year just took place on Saturday, 15th October 2011. Due to the problems that were faced last year, there were some beneficiary’s who complaint of not having got the information of the disbursement venue. It was decided this year, that disbursement
will be done from door to door to all beneficiaries of educational assistance. The implementation went well and
beneficiaries appreciated the efforts of all those involved in bringing some level of sunshine and laughter into
their lives.
OGCEYOD DIRECTOR IN SESSION AT PALAIS DE CONGRESS

ENVIRONMENTAL WATCH HOUR
Partnering for greater heights, OGECYOD Cameroon and Ocean City Radio Limbe have teamed up to sponsor the
rich radio program Environmental Watch Hour over the Ocean City Radio (88.5/106.6 MHz).

“ S ustainable Development is

This program which made its first debut in July 2011 is today a household name and a must listened program
for most families in Limbe. The programs main objective is to nurture youths to grow environmentally friendly for
a sustainable development and provide environmental education to the people of Limbe and its environs. We
want to reach every listener and decided to broadcast the program English, French and Pidgin. This gives everyone equal access to participation.

development that meets the

Suddenly Saturdays have become a rush hour in the city of Limbe as all listeners scramble for their radio sets
because if its 3pm, then you must be listening to Environmental Watch Hour. The program is a community program and that is why since its creation, it has hosted many members of the community of Limbe depending on
the topic under discussion for the day such as staffs of the Limbe Wildlife Center, HYSACAM,
HYSACAM N.G.O’S on Environment. The weekly program is hosted by our permanent staff Konda Delphine,, who has got several years of experience with working at the radio. Thanks to her, the program gains broad variation and a lively atmosphere
which keeps the Limbe people listening.

future generations to meet

The program is receiving positive response from its fans and listeners as calls and text messages are received
on every edition as part of the contribution from the public. The program is also rebroadcasted every Tuesday as
from 7-8 pm over the same frequency modulation for all those who missed the live edition. During the 6o minutes that the program unfolds, the presenters and guest do their possible best to cite local realities in relation to
the topic in the city of Limbe and its environs. This is to enable the listeners to have a picture of what environmental issues entail and also to give the opportunity to assess the impacts of their actions on the environments.
Environmental Watch Hour is a stimulating program that does not stand as an island of its own. It forms cooperation with other environmentalists who are invited to share their work, experiences and solutions with the
population of Limbe. It is expected that by the start of next year, more changes promoted by the program will be
experienced.

needs of the present without
compromising the ability of

their own needs. ”

OGCEYOD CREW AND GUEST ON OCEAN CITY RADIO

READ BEYOND BORDERS: Reading Clubs
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The year 2011 can be described as a ‘land mark year’ for OGCEYOD Cameroon.
Cameroon This is based on the organization’s ability to be engaged in a web of activities, directed towards improving our local communities. The year
began with an international volunteer from Germany called Paula Menzel. She spent a year in Cameroon working with the organization on two different projects. The Read beyond BorderBorder- and Be in BetweenBetween- Project.
In the first months of 2009, OGCEYOD Cameroon cooperated with the US organization Teach a Dream in terms
of book donations. Several cartons full of books were handed out to libraries of some schools in Limbe. Observing the reading behavior of the students, OGCEYOD Cameroon realized that the books were not used by the
youths. As a reaction to this undesirable state of affairs, the reading club Read Beyond Borders was brought to
life. This project, as well as the students’ magazine Be In Between is geared towards encouraging students to
READING CLUB STUDENTS
read outside their syllabus and do research about topics they don’t get to know about in school. The coordination of the students magazine is carried out together with another Limbe based organization called ASYOUSED (Assembly for Youths for a sustainable Environmental Development). After spending a year in Cameroon, the members of OGCEYOD Cameroon bid Paula farewell as they welcome the new volunteer
Louisa Well who is very committed to continue with the project for the 2011/2012 academic year. Louisa comes in with a lot of positive energy and passion which has helped her through the implementation phase of the projects. With the start of this academic year, the progress of the project so far has
been remarkable. Before the commencement of the project, members of OGCEYOD Cameroon came together and drafted letters to all schools involved
expressing motion of thanks for their cooperation and also to inform them of our intentions to continue the project in their various institutions this academic year. The clubs taking place in Government High School Limbe, Kulu Collge Limbe, Lura-May Bustin Memorial Christian Academy and Saker Baptist
College are currently running smoothly.
The change in administration (from Paula to Louisa) also came along with a new package. Students of the reading clubs now enjoy the novel Things Fall
Apart by one of Nigeria’s best, the legendary Chinua Achebe who has been described as one of the great intellectual and ethical figures of our time. The
story which takes place in a typical African setting is not only a source of knowledge and inspiration to the students but also to the volunteer who gets the
opportunity to learn about the African culture along side her club members.
It is truly amazing to see the charisma that these students display during the club sessions. Most of them who could barely introduce themselves during
the first meetings have been transformed into open minded boys and girls who express their own opinion freely. Students have also had the chance to
read about new things such as culture, globalization, and millennium development goals. Club activities are at its peak as students will soon be facing their
first inter school quiz session in which the club members of the different school get together and compete against each other in giving facts about the
novel and other covered topics. But in the mean time we are looking forward to more positive transformation as the academic year unfolds.

IN BETWEEN MAGAZINE: A MAGAZINE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
Finally its here! The long awaited magazine for youths. Be In Between launched and produced by OGCEYOD
Cameroon/ASYOUSED in February 2011 at the Limbe council Hall. The opening ceremony was graced by the
youths of Limbe and it was at this ceremony when it was baptized ‘The Magazine for youths, by youths and with
youths’.
The primary objective of the magazine is to support young talent, give the youths of Limbe an opportunity to
develop their writing skills, inform the readers and to encourage research. The magazine’s editors-in-chief at
that time, Paula Menzel and Lea Kamp, were so proud of the success recorded so far. They gave a hearty thank
you speech to both their host organizations and the ‘In between’- Team who have made their success possible.
The first edition of the magazine focused on peer pressure, environmental education and corporate social responsibility.
The subsequent editions have all followed suit but what made a difference is that no edition has been the same.
By the end of the last academic year, the magazine had its fourth edition already. This was a huge success and
has been in circulation in and out of the Limbe Municipality. It had its’ first distribution at the finals of the Paco
Melville Junior Foot Ball Tournament that took place at the Limbe Centenary Stadium on August 23rd 2011. It
was also distributed at this year’s 12th Edition of the University on Youth and Development Seminar,
Seminar that took
place in Mollina, Spain from the 18th-25th of September 2011.
Seminar participants who received this magazine were very proud of the initiative and congratulated and welcomed the inspiration, works and initiatives of Cameroonian youths. With such magnificent recommendations
from the international community, prospects of the ‘In Between Magazine’ collaborating with other foreign bodies are not far fetched. It will be a great opportunity to give youths from both cultures a platform for intercultural
exchange. This year, the ‘In between’ team is glad to welcome its new editors-in -chief Louisa Dione Well and
Jana Eposi Binder, both from Germany to volunteer in Cameroon for another one year. Being in Cameroon for
two months now, both volunteers are already working with the team for the next edition of the magazine. Their
weekly meetings take place every Wednesday at 3:30 pm at Saker Baptist College.
College So far they are doing great
and all fingers are crossed for what will make news in the magazine this time.

Our business in life is not to
get ahead of others, but to get
ahead of ourselves— to break
our own records, to outstrip
our yesterday by our today

Louisa working with the students of the magazine
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THE VOICE OF YOUTHS ON THE ROAD TO RIO+20
The Road to Rio+20 is an upcoming United Nations Event that will take place in Rio de Janeiro in
May 2012. This event has the capacity to become a transformative moment in our world’s transition to a more sustainable era. The whole idea of this event is to get the voice of youths in the
upcoming conference at Rio de Janeiro. This is because youths are the leaders of tomorrow. There
is need for us all to remind our selves of the things that our Governments have promised us in the
last Earth Summit that took place in 1992. It is important to know that very few of the things that
were promised to us by our various governments have actually been accomplished. The progress
is there but it is not enough. Secondly, there is need to cut down the massive fossil fuel emission
and other forms of pollutions that go on around the world today.
OGCEYOD Cameroon recently made partners with Peace Child International, the organization in
charge of the project. As partners, it is our responsibility to promote the activities of the Road to
Rio+20. OGCEYOD Cameroon is therefore playing an active role in the mobilization of youths in
the South West Region of Cameroon to get their voices. The timeframe designed for the mobilization of youths by Peace Child International has elapsed but OGCEYOD Cameroon being one of the
most active youths organizations in Limbe will organize and mobilize the youths of Limbe and
some parts of the South West Region so that their voices too will be heard.
The whole concept was introduced to the Limbe Municipality through the ongoing radio program
sponsored by OGCEYOD Cameroon/Ocean City Radio called Environmental Watch on Saturday
October 29th 2011.During the 60 minutes Radio program, The Road to Rio+20 was discussed on
air by the presenters and the guests.
The next plan of action is an upcoming consultative meeting where youths will make recommendations towards Rio+20. This consultative meeting will be chaired by the Divisional Delegate of
Youth Affairs, Mr. Isaac Mbua. It is anticipated that the Road to Rio+20 will be remembered for
triggering the awakening and mobilization of a global youth movement.

THE DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD CELEBRATION IN FAKO DIVISION: CARTON ROUGE TO THE
VIOLATION OF CHILDREN´S RIGHT
Celebrated this year on June 16th 2011, The Day of the African Child
was indeed historic in nature and style. This day, which is celebrated
to commemorate the massacre of thousands of African children in
SOWETO, South Africa, has been transformed into a platform where
the challenges of the African child can be resolved. The theme for this
year’s Day of the African child was Irresponsible parenthood, the root
cause for the phenomenon of street children.
The activities that marked this year’s celebration began as far back as Programs Director, OGCEYOD handing Prize
June 2nd 2011. These were meetings of stake holders and youth led organizations in the South West Region of
Cameroon. OGCEYOD Cameroon was one of the youth organizations to take part in the activities of this big day.
The day began with a match pass round the city of Limbe by children, youths and their representatives. The
ceremony was presided at by the Senior Divisional Officer for Fako, Chief of Social Centre who gave a speech
calling on all stake holders, parents and the community to make sure that children are protected.
OGCEYOD Cameroon made immense contributions to the success that was recorded on this day. A team of eight
volunteers was put in place by the programs Director of OGCEYOD Cameroon to coordinate the activities of the
day. A jury team was also created for the debate led by Kindzeka Nestor, Paula Menzel, Vuyof Peter and Konda
Delphine, Representatives of OGCEYOD Cameroon. The discussions for the debate were centered on the theme
of the day and youths were giving the opportunity to give their honest opinion on the topic. OGCEYOD Cameroon also coached a young
boy who spoke about his experiences with living on the street to the
audience attending the celebration. This activity was a sad one as it
reflected the plight of thousands of street children around the world.
The young man named Esona Divine called on the society to pay
more attention to the issues of street children. Nevertheless, the
atmosphere was filled with much joy as future African leaders tailored their lives through education, music, poems and comedy.
Emmanuel Home of Hope Children singing

“ R io+20 will focus on Green
Economy in the context of
sustainable Development,
poverty eradication and
Institutional framework for
sustainable development. ”

Children saying Poems , Rhymes,
African Proverbs and others

