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3 in all to break unemployment with goal-getting open door days event in Fako
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A world with less poverty,
hunger and disease, greater
survival for women and their
infants, better educated children, equal opportunities for
women, and a healthier environment emanates from UN
publication and condensed

by Cameroon’s Growth
and Employment Strategy Paper. Two emerging
organizations; Organization for Gender, Civic Engagement and Youth Development
(OGCEYOD)
and the Environmental
Protection and Development Association (EPDA)
together with Ministry of
Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises Social Economy
and Handicraft
(MINPMEESA)
Fako,
formed a trio coalition to
promote social entrepreneurship in the Division.
Grassroots efforts to promote Cameroon’s political vision 2035 in the
Fako Division, brought

OGCEYOD and EPDA in collaboration with MINPMEESA
Fako, and the Chambers of
Commerce Fako, in the or-

Representative of the Minister of
MINPMEESA cutting the ribbon to officially
open the event

Revamping the Ekombe Bonji Cocoa sector Project Begins.. Several meeting have already
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SIGNING OF PROJECT AGREEMENT AT THE GERMAN EMBASSY

been held with council of the
area and farmers who will
After going through a gesta- ping, management of
tion period of a year, the peo- their material and finan- benefit from the project. The
ple of Ekombe Bonji through cial resources, setting up building housing the oven and
the oven are presently under
OGCEYOD finally received
a nursery, construct an
construction and the managefunding from the German
oven as well as donated ment of OGCEYOD envisages
Embassy, Cameroon and Ag- some materials and
first round of donation of maric International, Cameroon. equipment to help them terials and equipment in August 2012 when the construcThis funding will be used to
get the best out of their
educate farmers on new co- farms and enjoy a better tion of the oven is completed.
coa farming techniques,
livelihood free from pov- That same day, farmers will
also be trained on the topics
maximizing production on
erty after sales of their
highlighted above.
their farmland, inter cropproduce.
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3 in all to break unemployment with goal-getting open door days event in Fako
tunities through multifarious trainings. These trainings
were
powered
through by experienced
development think tanks
from relevant civil society,
corporate bodies and government agencies coverVisit to the stands
ing eight modules during
ganization of the first edition which at least 20 particiof Open Door Days Event pants attended each modthat ran from 28 – 30 June ule. Most prominent dur2012.
This event, which
was carried out under the
patronage of His Excellency
the Minister of MINPMEESA
who has always been quoted
“je veux les résultats” witnessed the participation of
local administration, counVisit to the Stands
cils, and individuals from all
parts of Cameroon as well as ing this event were the
international
participants. blind people from Muyuka
This event focused on tack- blessed with the skill of
ling the critical concerns of waste management creaunemployment
among tivity
of transforming
youths, poverty reduction waste material into useful
and the social wellbeing of foot mats, shopping baswomen regarding promotion kets among many other
of profit and nonprofit initia- products; Nzimbistic arts
tives. Unlike most open using organic waste to
fine decors and craft and
agroforestry
promotion
through improved seedling production. The event
strived on building relationships and redefining
and development of identified value chains. Over
Representative of the Minister, Divisional
30 different products
Delegate and Director of OGCEYOD
were exhibited and the
doors, this event was charac- event and the eight trainterized by not by categorical ing modules included straexhibition of the product and tegic planning in business
service richness of the divi- operation; record keeping;
sion, but also knowledge and the role of micro financial
information sharing of best institution in small and
practices and market oppor- medium sized business

operations; business start up
and management; role of ICT
in business management,
career orientation, business
operational
procedures,
business tax awareness.
Funding was sourced from
local corporate bodies which
value human development
and business expansion in
the division. The results of
this event cannot be
doubted and prominent impact will include raising the
employment index in Fako by
40% in five years. Any measurable success of this initiative was not possible without
a list of challenges. The 3
partners of this event also
known as vision and concept
carriers recommend proactiveness on the part of cor-

Director EPDA, Mr. Tanda Godwin moderating workshop sessions

porate bodies through their
corporate social responsibility policies, the mayors of
councils, craftsmen and economic/nonprofit
development actors and the international community to join in
this initiative for the realization of the Minister’s call for
“je veux les résultats” and
President Paul Biya’s vision
2035.

Visit to the stands by the Representative
of the Minister

Change does not roll in on the
wheels of inevitability, but
comes through continuous
struggle. And so we must
straighten our backs and work
for our freedom. A man can't
ride you unless your back is
bent.
Every man must decide
whether he will walk in the light
of creative altruism or in the
darkness of destructive
selfishness.
The good neighbor looks
beyond the external accidents
and discerns those inner
qualities that make all men
human and, therefore,
brothers.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Cross section of workshop participants at the
open door days event
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Global Town Hall Meeting on Civil Society
U.S. Embassy, Yaoundé, Cameroon
OGCEYOD being one of the 30 influential Civil Society organizations in Cameroon was invited by the U.S. Embassy, Yaounde to view Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Global Town Hall Meeting on Civil Society as part of
the U.S. government’s Strategic Dialogue with Civil Society 2012 Summit in Washington. This meeting which
took place on the 16th of May 2012 from 3 – 5 pm at the U.S. Embassy, Cameroon conference hall was
chaired by Ambassador Robert Jackson in Yaoundé who in his welcome note underlined the important role
civil society plays in strengthening democracies worldwide and provided background information on the Strategic Dialogue. Hooking up with Washington, the stage was set for the Hillary Clinton to begin talks on this
strategic dialogue with the civil society organizations around the world. She said that though the economy has
been in the hands of the entrepreneurs and creative innovators, the civil society is where we are formed and
where we live. She went on to express their willingness to work with the civil society adding that they may not
always agree on issues. She said, “each time a reporter is silenced, or an activist is threatened, it doesn’t
strengthen a government, it weakens a nation. A stool cannot balance on one leg or even two. The system will
not be sustainable. We’ve provided political and financial support for embattled civil society groups around
the world. we should demonstrate that civil society should be viewed not a threat, but an asset.” In her final
state before the question and answer session she said that we want to use this dialogue, to be a vehicle for
the exchange of ideas, for the promotion of new approaches, and for an accounting, because we want to do
what works and quit doing what doesn’t work.
Following the Town Hall meeting, Ambassador Jackson moderated a discussion among the Cameroonian participants on how to make their work more effective and the potential role of the Embassy in this effort. He
noted that we have established ties with the Civil Society Forum for democracy, youth, women’s, and entrepreneurship groups in particular.
Cameroonian participants observed that five existing Washington Working Groups:

Governance and Accountability, chaired by Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environment Robert Hormats;
Democracy and Human Rights, chaired by Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of Human Rights, Democracy, and Labor Michael Posner;
Empowering Women and Girls, chaired by Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues Melanne
Verveer;
Labor, chaired by Special Representative for International Labor Affairs
Barbara Shailor; and
Religion and Foreign Policy, cochaired by Under Secretary for Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human
Rights Maria Otero, Ambassador-atLarge for International Religious
Freedom Suzan Johnson Cook, and
Director of the White House Office of
Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships Joshua Dubois,
These topics did not necessarily mirror what the civil society actors perceived as the most pressing issues
in Cameroon. The leaders also suggested that while corruption and gender fit within the framework, Development, Economic Growth, Entrepreneurship and Job Creation; Health; Youth; Environment; Conflict Management; and Violent Extremism Working Groups might be appropriate for Cameroon and for other countries.
Cameroonian CSO leaders cited funding as another major challenge to the development of civil society. They
noted that many – if not most – Cameroonian CSOs depend on foreign donors for funding, and donors come
with their own agendas and priorities. They urged the Embassy to encourage corporations to support CSOs as
part of their corporate social responsibility efforts.
Some participants felt it would be useful to highlight “stars” as models for other CSOs, especially among
youth.
CSOs need to decide what changes they seek and at what level, otherwise, a Cameroon working group would
lack a clear agenda. A big group would be unwieldy; thus identifying two or three CSOs in each sector and
building capacity for steady output rather than the current sporadic activities might make sense.
e The Embassy would welcome volunteers and suggestions on next steps for a mission-based working group
that might meet quarterly. Governance and Accountability might be the logical choice for the mission working
group’s first meeting.

Secretary of State Hilary Clinton

Economic Empowerment for
Young People: OGCEYOD targeting 10 young Cameroonians for fresh business start
up
With employment amongst the
youth in Cameroon being a major
challenge and the job market already saturated, OGCEYOD since its
creation has been seeking ways to
empower young people economically for a sustainable livelihood.
Some three young Cameroonians
were recently taught and assisted
on writing a business plan of their
desired innovative businesses;
which is a scheme taken from an
excerpt of one of OGCEYOD´s recent youth employment initiative
proposed to the government to help
young people start up their own
business. The trainees then received interest free loans to start up
their businesses which had a payback period of between 2-6 months.

"We will never have peace in
the world until men everywhere
recognize that ends are not cut
off from means, because the
means represent the ideal in
the making, and the end in
process. Ultimately, you can't
reach good ends through evil
means, because the means
represent the seed and the end
represents the tree."
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Nurture youths to Grow Environmentally friendly for Sustainable livelihood comes to an end
but relics live on

This project that was funded in June
2011 by the New England Biolabs
Foundation (NEBF) a US based
foundation with a vision to empower
primary school pupil on natural and

human impact on our environment
and ways to foster environmental
beauty throughout simple door
activities. Immediately after the
Head Teachers of 30 primary
schools and some volunteers were
trained, environmental clubs were
installed in some of these schools
while others restructured to better
accommodate our activities. In
each of these schools, there was
restitution of the training with all
teachers involved and one in each
school was selected to coordinate

City Radio reached out to the
150,000 inhabitants of the Limbe
municipality during the life span of
the project. The radio program was
designed in such a way that we had
contributions and questions from
listeners through phone calls during
the program. During the life span of
the Radio program, we registered 59
questions and contribution from listeners. Early 2012, OGCEYOD started
making plans for tree planting and
excursions to disaster sites and sites
were environmental beauty is showcased. The landslide area in Mabeta,
Limbe was visited, an area where the

earth swallowed a couple of
houses and 25 persons. We
planted some nested trees on
this hill side area and an old
woman who witnessed the landslide narrated the story to the
pupil. We visited the Limbe
Beach with the intention to collected waste by the shores and
later sorted them out in a discussion session with the pupil,
revealing to them how long
each waste takes to degrade in
the soil and the impact on their
surroundings. Do some question and answer sessions with

the environmental club and its activities. Our manual facilitated this
process. Our purpose for designing
the manual was that it should serve
as a road map to the clubs activities
or facilitate club meetings as well as
to propose to our Ministry of Basic
Education for inception into our
basic education study program. The
club meetings took place once every
week in each of these schools with
a small quiz each month. Our
weekly radio program
“Environmental Watch” at Ocean

Louisa coordinating the tree planting
exercise

the kids as well as some environmental
games. We went to Batoke where relics of
the Mount Cameroon eruption can be seen
and told the story of what happened. In
the course of this project we also visited
the Limbe Botanic Garden where they saw
environmental beauty expressed. This
location harbors some of the endangered
plant species in Cameroon and the world.
Because of the challenges we had in
acquiring the nested trees, we succeeded
in planting 20% of the nested trees we
projected in the project in several locations of Limbe.

Science investigates; religion
interprets. Science gives man
knowledge which is power;
religion gives man wisdom
which is control. Science deals
mainly with facts; religion deals
mainly with values.
"

The two are not rivals. They are
complementary.

Tree planting by one of the pupil

IFM-SEI International Committee Meeting: Viewing Vision 2012 through IFM-SEI members
worldwide
Cont. Page 7
May 2nd to 6th 2012 was another refreshing period for member organizations of IFM-SEI to sit, take stock and reflect on the future of the
IFM-SEI. This meeting took place in Dakar, Senegal were two of our
member organizations and host of the IC meeting seat; Action Enfance and Mouvement National Des Pionniers Du Senegal. After reviewing and evaluating the decisions and activities of previous year,
membership upgrade of several organizations was review and decisions taken as follows; OGCEYOD, Esplac from Catalonia, Liepajas
Jaunie Vanagi from Latvia were granted full membership, Agrupacion
Integridad Absoluta Chile granted associate member and Mundo Nuevo of Peru was welcomed as new Observer. Our
priorities for the new work plan 2013-16 was discussed which will be validated at the congress in 2013. My ideas
came up from different work group sessions but groups were quick to notice that “child and youth participation” will be
a better focus for future activities of the movement. The new proposal for changes to the constitution which will be deliberated upon at the Manchester, UK congress in 2013 were discussed in the last days of the meeting.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
 Fundraiser
 Communication
Officer
Internship opportunities
are also available. Summit
your motivation Letter and
CV to the Director of
Administration and Finance through the email:

ogceyod@yahoo.com

or Contact the Nº: +237
33 07 66 37 or +237
7421 5497 for any
inquiries.
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Listen Up Rio!
A chance for young people in Cameroon to have their voices heard at the UN Rio +20 Summit on
Sustainable Development in June 2012.
Rio+20 will be collected and made
into a report which will be sent to
this year’s conference where it
could have a real impact on decisions made by world leaders.
Here is what Limbe’s youth said:
“We, the youths of Limbe, want the
world leaders to help in the imnd
provement
of some environmental
On 22 of April 2012 a fantastic all
problems, such as deforestation,
day workshop for young people
desertification,
pollution, biodivertook place at the Limbe Wildlife
sity loss. We need the world leaders
Centre. This event titled; Road to
to improve environmental educaRio + 20, was aimed at giving the
tion,
increase reforestation, enforce
youth of Limbe a chance to voice
conservation regulation and imtheir opinions regarding the upcomprove
waste management and recying UN conference on sustainable
cling.”
development that will take place in
“I
learned
a
lot
about Rio +20 and
Rio de Janeiro in June 2012. The
day was about learning, sharing
what we can do to improve the enknowledge, voicing opinions and
vironment of Cameroon”
mobilising young people to act in
their communities against environ- “It was really enjoyable and not at
mental problems.
all boring!”
The 40 young people from Limbe
who participated enjoyed fun map- “I found the discussions very intermaking workshops, quizzes and
rap performances. Their ideas and esting and really enjoyed the activities”
recommendations for

Our youngest participant of age six

Opening speech by the Divisional Delegate of Environment and
Nature Protection

This poem about the environment, written and presented by one talented youth
representative, conveys how passionately young people in Cameroon feel
about environmental issues:
“Our dear land,
You provide us with all the necessities in
life
And yet some others
work very hard to take you away.
But still others fight very hard to keep
you going.
And so our dear environment,
what can we do or say
to reward you for all you have been,
and all you are still doing for us?
We will all try to keep you in good shape,
and take good care of you.
You are wonderful!”

Group work session

e

V OLUTI ON

NEWSLETTER

Page 6

Read Beyond Borders
on about topics like polygamy, obedience, witchcraft and
many more. In every meeting, the students took turns in
reading out loud from the book and over the months their
reading skills increased constantly. In one school we even
carried out a reading competition in which the students
took turns in forming the jury and competing with their
reading skills. They were very eager about being the judge
and giving feedback to the readers. The winner read out
an inspirational text in the morning assembly in front of
800 students. Apart from the novel I prepared different
topics out of the box about which I gave the students an
input and afterwards we discussed them. Over the
My first project is the reading club ‘Read Beyond Borders’. The aim of this club is to get students to read out
of their school syllables and awake their love for reading. The first novel the students and I read together was
Chinua Achebe’s ‘Things Fall Apart’. It is the story of the
Nigerian farmer Okonkwo in the early days of colonization. Together we followed Okonkwo’s story through the
struggles of his everyday life and discussed whether his
love for strength and denial of empathy is the right way
to conquer life. Through the similarities of actions displayed in the novel and Cameroonian culture, we often
ended up discussing behavior patterns around us and I
learned many things about my present environment. At
the same time the students questioned their own ways
of reasoning and we had many lively discussions going

FIRST PRIZE, SAKER BAPTIST COLLEGE
months we talked about their perception of culture, the
Millennium Development Goals and learned how to write
a summary.

The second novel I read with the students is called
‘Crocodile Challenge’ by James Ngumy which is an adventure story about the brave Daudi and his friends who
want to steal crocodile eggs from the river to find money

Conscience is the only
thing that hurt when
everything seems calm
Mahatma Ghandi

We can not know for
certain how long we
have here. We cannot
foresee the trials that
will test us along the
way. What we can do is
live with purpose, love
and joy. We can use
each day to treat others
with kindness and respect. We can strive to
make a better world, so
that some day if we
have the chance to look
back at our time here,
we can know that we
spent it well; that we
made a difference, that
our fleeting presence
had a lasting impact on
other human beings
Barack Obama

SECOND PRIZE, LURA MAY BUSTON MEMORIAL CHRISTAIN ACADEMY, LIMBE

in order to pay for one of their sisters’ hospital bill. The
students were very keen on reading this book as the
story is gripping and easy to understand.

"Direct action is not a substitute
for work in the courts and the
halls of government. Bringing
about passage of a new and
broad law by a city council, state
legislature, or the Congress, or
pleading cases before the courts
of the land, does not eliminate
the necessity for bringing about
the mass dramatization of injustice in front of a city hall.

The reading club was finalized by a final inter school
competition in which three students from each school
had to answer questions about ‘Crocodile Challenge’.
The Quiz was held on 12 May 2012 at the Limbe Wild-

Indeed, direct action and legal
action complement one another.
When skillfully employed, each
becomes more effective."

WINNERS OF THE INTERSCHOOL QUIZ (1st, 2nd &3rd) together with school representatives and organizers

life Center and was a great success. The boarding school
Saker Baptist College scored the first prize followed by
the Lura-May Bustin Memorial Christian Academy and the
Kofele Luma Memorial Academy.

PARTICIPANTS AT THE INTER-SCHOOL QUIZ
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IN BETWEENMAGAZINE; NOW ENJOYED BY ALL IN LIMBE

In Between read at the IC Meeting in Dakar, Senegal
The In Between Magazine Project carried out by cooperation between OGCEYOD and ASYOUSED (Assembly
for Youths and a Sustainable Environment and Development) has been an ongoing success. In weekly meetings the two volunteers Jana Binder and Louisa Well
To give our journalists
more insight on the topics
they are writing about we
usually take them to a
place like the Women’s
Empowerment Center, the
Delegation of Youth Affairs
or the Limbe Wildlife Center. Actions like this don’t
only provide information
Director of OGCEYOD taking about that can be shared with
the Magazine in Senegal meeting the readers of the magazine but also teach the
young journalists how to do interviews, present themselves in front of authorities and what gives an article
the tit bit of extra spice that will make it interesting to
read. We look forward to the next edition coming out
very soon that will be talking about prostitution, abor-

meet with Cameroonian secondary school students and
in group work they decide what to put inside each edition of the magazine and work on their articles. The
quality of these meetings has improved broadly because the group of students and the volunteers got
used to each other and the procedure of working in a
group. This creates a more professional and productive
atmosphere than there was before. Because there has
been a constant request for magazines in the schools
throughout Limbe the printing has been doubled to
1000 magazines that are sold in town every month
now. The latest edition came out in May and talked
about National Day in Cameroon, Mother’s Day and
contained an interview with a snail farmer. We also
focused on the issue of youth unemployment and
stressed on bilingualism in Cameroon.
tion and rainy season. This is going to be the last edition put together by Jana and Louisa because it is time
for them to go home but they will have successors who
can take care of the magazine.

The In—Between Magazine
Team
I dream of the realization of
the unity of Africa, whereby
its leaders combine in their
efforts to solve the problems of this continent. I
dream of our vast deserts,
of our forests, of all our
great wildernesses.
For to be free is not merely
to cast off one's chains, but
to live in a way that respects and enhances the
freedom of others.

LOUISA RECEIVING HER CERTIFICATE OF END OF VOLUNTARY SERVICE

And as we let our own light
shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the same.
Nelson Mandela

IFM-SEI International Committee Meeting: Viewing Vision 2012 through IFM-SEI members worldwide
On the last day of the meeting was the time for the African Network Meeting to create
a platform for better communication, information sharing, partnerships, collective
actions, identifying common priorities and setting up a coordination structure. Participating in this network meeting was OGCEYOD, Action Enfance Du Senegal, Mouvement National Des Pionniers Du Senegal and Pionniers Du Mali. Gender Equality and
difficulties in acquiring a
visa for international meeting were the key issues
CROSS SECTION OF PARTICIPANTS AT THE IC MEETING IN discussed amongst others.
A WORKING SESSION

OGCEYOD did a short presentation on their work with children and youths on their Road to Rio+20. Mr. Elvis
WEPNGONG who represented OGCEYOD shared the vision of the younger generation for Rio+20, impact and challenges of their Rio+20 activities and the key recommendations made by the children and youths of Cameroon.

CROSS SECTION OF PARTICIPANTS AT THE IC MEETING

We are on the web!

www.ogceyodcameroon.webs.com

0GCEYOD
CARR STREET, NEWTOWN
B.P. 1006, LIMBE
SOUTH WEST REGION
Phone: (+237) 33 07 66 37, 98911816
74 21 54 97
E-mail: ogceyod@yahoo.com
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Falcons Fly High at the Day of the African
Child

This year’s theme for the 22nd edition of the
Day of The African Child event on June 16th
focused on the rights of children living with
disabilities and our duty to protect, to promote and to realise their potential. Messages
of the day included; “lets love our disabled
children and bring them out”, “lets say no to
discrimination against our disabled children” and “Disability is not inability”.
Attended by chiefs, government delegates,
mayors and service heads; this event saw
around 200 children from all areas of Limbe
come together to perform and share songs,
traditional dances, and other cultural displays. The OGCEYOD Falcons (or the World
Changing Heroes as they now like to be
known as) presented a fantastic display on
children’s rights. The group of fourteen 8 to 11 year olds from OGCEYOD performed moving monologs telling the real life
stories of children in Cameroon whose rights
are not being met. They successfully conveyed a clear message to the attendees who
were gathered that we all need to work together in our communities and our organisations to ensure that every child has their children’s rights protected.
EDITORIAL: OGCEYOD’S VOICE

As always life is a hurdle but as we keep searching for answers to mind-changing discovery within
and without the surface of the earth, lets keep in mind that our actions impact others. It is evident that to give meaning to our life and to enjoy life to the fullest, your vision and purpose for
existence must be defined and accomplished. Let your relics live on to serve as guide to future
generations. Your drive for success should be developed from within; from your thoughts, mind
and intuition. Your body and soul must possess a “never give up” motivation which is a mixture of
determination and hard work with constant and hard thinking as ingredients. We need constant
development and the ability to embrace failures, in order to
get to lasting success. View failures as opportunities and
know behind every failure is a clean door to success.
We are a part of this reality movie designed by the Creator.
Every contribution counts in making our world a better place
for our children and our children´s children. No one can save
us from us but us.
It is on this foundation that OGCEYOD stands to empower
children, youths and women from vulnerable communities
no matter their colour, race, ethnicity, background, etc. We
hope this newsletter gives you fresh ideas and motivation for
a sustainable livelihood for you, your family, friends, communities, nation and the world at large.

